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Message from the Executive Director:
Ben Terwilliger

Ben Terwilliger with Eudora students, CPA Park, Oct. 2021.

Happy New Year! For many of us, 2021 was
another challenging year. It was great to have
some return to normalcy for the Eudora Area
Historical Society (EAHS) in 2021. We had more
museum visitors in 2021, and in-person programs
and field trips resumed. But, the Pandemic has
continued to affect us, as it has affected nearly
everyone else. In general, I think we at the EAHS
once again met the challenges of 2021 and the
Pandemic head-on, and we achieved a great deal.
We proudly continue to serve the public!
We are grateful that our membership continues
to grow! In 2011, we had 40 members, including 9
life-members. As we enter 2022, we now have 242
members, including 74 life-members! If you are a
member, thank you for your support! Your
membership dues are VERY important. And if
you’re not a member, please consider joining! We
have made joining and renewing your membership

dues easier than ever! Included with this
Newsletter is an envelope that is already stamped
and addressed to the EAHS. Simply fill out the
membership form on Page 11 of this newsletter,
and mail that form with payment to the EAHS. You
can pay online, go to www.cityofeudoraks.gov,
and find our webpage, and donate via PayPal.
I look forward to working with the EAHS Board
and membership in 2022! I’m grateful for all of our
Board members & volunteers. I want to specifically
thank volunteer Jim Harris. Jim is retiring from the
EAHS Board after serving on it for 18 years! Jim
helped the EAHS in many ways as President, as
Treasurer and as an Area Director. I owe a special
debt of gratitude to Jim, because without Jim, I
would not be working with the EAHS. In 2010, Jim
lobbied the City of Eudora to hire a part-time intern
to work with the EAHS. I was hired to be that intern
in January of 2011. It’s hard to believe that was 11
years ago! I am grateful that the City of Eudora and
Douglas County continue to fund my position!
The EAHS’ primary focus is to educate the public
about the history of the Eudora Area. However, we
are now able to clearly demonstrate that the EAHS
has also had a very valuable economic impact on
the Eudora community since 2011. According to
the “Americans for the Arts Economic Impact
Calculator” (www.americansforthearts.org), the
EAHS has generated $1,767,893 in revenue for
local businesses and governments since 2011!
I thank everyone who supports us! All of your
donations are important to our success. I also
thank all of our generous sponsors who have
purchased ads in this Newsletter! We look forward
to continuing to document, preserve and display
the history of the Eudora area in 2022!
-Ben Terwilliger (Executive Director)
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Collaboration with Eudora Schools

We are very excited that we once again plan to
have the opportunity to collaborate with the 4th
grade classes at Eudora Elementary School for a
“Wax Museum” project! This year we plan to work
on this project with all six 4th grade classes! For this
project, the 4th grade students will dress-up as
historical Eudora figures, and share the life-story of
their historical figures at a public program.

4th grade Eudora students at the museum, Sept., 2021.

Perhaps the biggest highlight of 2021 for the
EAHS was that in-person field trips at the museum
resumed! We were so happy to host all 3rd and 4th
grade classes from Eudora Elementary School for
field trips in 2021! 4th grade students visited in
2021, since they were unable to visit in 2020 when
they were in 3rd grade. Typically, we host every 3rd
grade class. All 3rd and 4th grade classes were
given a walking tour of downtown Eudora, and
completed scavenger hunts in the museum. Every
student was given a souvenir wood nickel. In total,
240 students visited us via field trips. The kids on
the field trip were very inquisitive and clearly
excited to learn about our community's history!

3rd grade Eudora Students at the museum, October., 2021.

We were also happy to host the Eudora Boy
Scouts at the museum in August, 2021! Since 2011,
we have hosted 2,283 students from Eudora
Schools and other schools/organizations at our
museum for field trips and other activities!

Field Trip “Thank You” note from a 3rd grade student.

We continue to collaborate with Eudora Middle
School Social Studies teacher Ryan Jacobs and his
7th grade students on various projects relating to
Eudora history! We have an exciting opportunity to
work with a “Curriculum Specialist” to develop new
standards-based field trips that we can host at the
museum! Our field trips will become even more
beneficial to Eudora’s students if they address
curriculum requirements. Our work with the
“Curriculum Specialist” will be paid for by a grant
from the National Endowment for the Humanities.
Our proud and important history will be lost if
we fail to pass it on to subsequent generations.
Therefore, we are very happy and very proud that
we are able to teach the youth of the Eudora Area
about our community’s history. We believe that
educating the youth of our community is a sacred
responsibility of ours. Continuing to educate the
youth of the Eudora Area is probably the most
important thing that we do as an organization!
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Eudora Area Historic Preservation
In 2021, we were awarded $3,600 from the
Douglas County Heritage Conservation Council
(HCC) to create nine new bronze plaques for
historical buildings in Eudora! This HCC funding will
allow us create and to buy nine bronze plaques for
these historical buildings: 706 Main, 710 Main, 714
Main, 720 Main, 727 Main, 729 Main, 739 Main, St.
Paul Church, and the 1864 Holy Family Catholic
Church. On each plaque, we will provide a concise
history of the building it will be installed upon. In
2012, the HCC also generously awarded us funding
for 13 bronze plaques that we installed on
historical buildings in downtown Eudora. All of the
9 buildings that will receive new bronze plaques
have been profiled individually on our social media
in 2021, to provide even more detailed information
on the historical buildings. All of these bronze
plaques allow us to educate the public about the
history relating to those historical buildings.
The important rehabilitation of 714 Main Street
continues to make progress! 714 Main St., which is
on the National Register of Historical Places, is the
oldest existing commercial property in downtown
Eudora. It was built in 1860 by Asher Cohn, leader
of Eudora’s Jewish community. In 2021, the City of
Eudora approved the contract to rehab the
building. We commend the owners of 714 Main
Street, GW and Kathy Weld, for their perseverance
with regards to rehabbing this historical building!
Without their work, it is likely that the building
would never have been properly rehabilitated.
The HCC also awarded $8,000 in grant funding in
2021 to help rehabilitate the 1864 Holy Family
Catholic Church! Janet Campbell and the others
that are leading the efforts to rehab this building
also plan to apply for other grants. We highly
commend all of their efforts to help rehab the
important 1864 Holy Family Church building! The
1864 Holy Family Church building hosted the HCC
for a tour in the summer of 2021, and it was the
host site for the EAHS’s November program.
Robert Nottingham’s name and legacy will live
on in Eudora for generations! In 2021, the City of

Eudora announced the development of the
“Nottingham Center” project. The “Nottingham
Center” is on the site of the former Nottingham
Elementary School. Both the school and the
“Nottingham Center” are named in honor of
beloved longtime Eudora teacher Roberta
Nottingham. The “Nottingham Center” has its own
website, (www.cityofeudoraks.gov/415/Overview)
complete with a historical description of Ms.
Nottingham. The EAHS provided the city and the
website with the historical information on the life
of Ms. Nottingham.

Nottingham Center rendering, Eudora, Kansas.

Programs, Visitation, Media, Social Media
We were so happy to resume hosting in-person
programs in 2021! We hosted three well-attended
programs. The CPA Picnic, Eudorafest, and Trunk or
Treat also returned in 2021! We welcomed visitors
to the museum during all three of those events.
We are also happy that in-person visitation to the
museum increased quite a bit in 2021. We
welcomed 1,369 visitors to the museum in 2021,
compared to 858 visitors we welcomed in 2020.
We hosted one of our greatest programs in July,
2021. The program topic was “70th Anniversary of
the 1951 Flood and Eudora.” Many Eudora Area
1951 Flood survivors shared their experiences
relating to the devastating flood. We also helped
make a very special video documentary of Martha
Saunders Skeet’s harrowing 1951 Flood experience.
You can watch the testimonies from all 1951 Flood
survivors on our YouTube account.
Our 2022 programming theme is “History of the
Sunflower Ammunition Plant and Eudora.” 2022 is
the 80th Anniversary of when construction on the
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Sunflower Plant started. If you or anyone you know
worked at the Plant, please get in contact with us!
We would love for you or anyone you know to
share their Sunflower Plant stories at our program
dedicated to the Sunflower Plant on Thursday July
21st at 7pm at the Eudora Community Center.
We were happy to collaborate with the Eudora
Public Library and the Great Kaw Adventure Race
for historical scavenger hunts of downtown Eudora
in 2021. “Medill Reports Chicago,” operated by
Northwestern University, published a story/short
film on the “Eudora Times” and the history of
Eudora Newspapers, and they visited/filmed at the
museum. The “Lawrence Business Magazine”
featured two articles on the history of the Eudora
Area in one of their 2021 editions: one article on
downtown Eudora, and another article on the
historic trails of the Eudora Area. EAHS Board
members Sheri Flory and Stephanie Jones made a
great temporary Christmas/Holiday exhibit at the
museum in2021. Sheri and Stephanie plan to made
additional Holiday-themed temporary exhibits at
the museum in 2022. Be sure to check them out!
We are proud to be able to reach a large
audience via our social media accounts! Our social
media posts allow us to teach thousands of people
about the history of the Eudora Area. We currently
have 3,659 followers on Facebook, 553 followers
on Instagram, and 398 followers on Twitter. Our
YouTube channel again grew significantly in 2021.
We continue to upload new and old programs and
tours on our YouTube page. In early 2021, our
videos on YouTube had 3,155 views. Today, our
videos have 6,650 views. Find us on YouTube by
searching “Eudora Community Museum.”

Building Rehab Updates
We were so happy to finish the major museum
building rehabilitation projects in late 2020! After
we finished the last major rehab. projects, we were
able to move all of our collections that were in
storage, into the museum in April, 2021. The City of
Eudora Public Works Department very generously
helped us move our artifacts/archives from storage
into the museum’s second story. We were very

thankful for their kind help! All-star volunteers
Benny Dean and Bill Gordon continued to make
repairs and upgrades at the museum in 2021.
In Sept. of 2021, we hosted a reception and
program to celebrate the completion of the major
rehab work at the museum. That month we also
celebrated the 10th Anniversary of the start of our
museum rehab project. At the reception we hosted
in Sept., we unveiled the donor plaque that honors
the leading financial and volunteer labor donors of
the museum rehab project. Bill Gordon generously
made the beautiful wood backing for the plaque.
The names of over 100 individuals/organizations
are listed on the plaque. We were so fortunate to
have support from so many people/organizations!
We hope to make significant improvements to
the museum’s roof in 2022. A significant part of our
museum’s roof is over 30 years old, and that part
of the roof is in desperate need of replacement.
We have two other roofing issues: #1: Water pools
in two spots on our roof, and #2: A small amount of
water leaks in two spots on our roof. We plan to fix
all of our roofing issues in 2022. We plan to apply
for some grant opportunities that could hopefully
fund most, or all of the important roofing
improvements that are needed at 720 Main St.

We Need Your Help (And There Are So
Many Ways You Can Help Us)!!
It is very easy for you to make a huge impact on
our museum. It doesn’t require much!! The two big
ways you can help our organization are to:
1. Make a financial contribution to the EAHS.
2. Donate Eudora artifacts/archives.
We are grateful for all monetary donations
made to the EAHS! Every donation truly makes a
difference, and every donation helps us preserve
the History of the Eudora area. For info. on how to
donate, please refer to page 11 of this newsletter.
The operational expenses of the EAHS are 100%
funded by private donations. Therefore, the annual
membership dues are enormously helpful. We
operate on a small and conservative budget. While
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paying your dues this year, please consider giving
additional funds for our operational expenses.
We plan to continue to undertake a number of
fund-raisers in 2022. In addition to the fund-raisers,
we will apply for as many grants as we can. Please
consider adding the EAHS to your Estate planning!
Donating to the EAHS is a great opportunity for you
to pass on your values and Eudora’s History to
subsequent generations. The EAHS is a registered
501c3, all donations are tax deductible.

2022 EAHS Programs:
Our programs will be at the Eudora Community
Center (1630 Elm St.) We also plan to live-stream
the programs on Facebook. All programs are free!
January 20, 7:00pm, Eudora Community Center
“Petroglyphs of the Kansas Smoky Hills” by Rex
Buchanan. Sponsored by Humanities Kansas (HK).
March 17, 7:00pm, Eudora Community Center
“Dirt, Grit, Jell-O Salad: How We Survived the Great
Depression” by Beccy Tanner. Sponsored by HK.
May 19, 7:00pm, Eudora Community Center
“History of Sunflower Village” by Michelle Spencer.
July 21, 7:00pm, Eudora Community Center
“The Sunflower Plant and the Eudora Area.” We
hope that many former Sunflower Plant workers
will come and share their working experiences!
September 15, 7:00pm, Eudora Community Center
“The History of 714 Main Street” by Dale Nimz.
Learn about Eudora’s oldest commercial building,
which is on the National Register!
November 17, 7:00pm, Eudora Community Center
Program is to be determined.

Treasurer’s Report
Account balances (as of 01/12/2022)
1. Checking Accounts (2):
$29,124.49
3. Savings Account:
$4,033.91
Total:

$33,158.40

Appraisal value of 720 Main St.:

$248,470

Nominations for 2022 Board of Directors
Officers:
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Area Directors:
Clearfield:
Eudora:
Fall Leaf:
Hesper:
Prairie Center:
Weaver:

Waylon Ziesenis (joined 2019)
Steven Neis (joined 2002)
Kelly Jones (joined Board 2019)
Stephanie Jones (joined 2017)
John More (joined Board 2010)
- (Vacant)
Sheri Flory (joined Board 2020)
- (Vacant)
- (Vacant)
- (Vacant)

Message from the President
Greetings to our members, future members,
friends, and supporters, On behalf of all the EAHS
board members, I’d like to wish everyone a happy
and safe 2022.
I am honored to be serving as your Board
President again this year and to be working
alongside my fellow officers: Steven Neis - VicePresident, Kelly Jones - Treasurer, and Stephanie
Jones - Secretary, as well as Area Directors John
More, and Sheri Flory. As we continue to preserve
and maintain the history of Eudora and its
surrounding areas.
For nearly two years now, we have all been
facing the many challenges the global pandemic
has brought upon us, and despite these challenges
Ben Terwilliger has yet another amazing line up of
programs. Included in this lineup is the 80th
Anniversary of The Sunflower Army Ammunition
Plants opening. The opening of this plant changed
the demographic of Eudora for many years to
come. We hold programs every other month
starting in January and hope to see you there.
As I wrote last year it’s your member fees and
donations that make our museum what it is
today. If you are not a member please consider
doing so and becoming an important part of our
continued efforts to share the history of Eudora.
-Waylon Ziesenis, President
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Oleson’s Garage and
Psycho Arm Sports

Are proud to support the EAHS!
Contact: psychoarmsports@gmail.com

8

9

10

Located At:
104 W 20th Street
Eudora, KS 66025

785-542-9105
www.johnhhaydds.com

“Serving
Northeast Kansas
for 34 Years!”
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To join or renew your membership, or to make a donation, please provide the following
information and return this form with your payment to:

Eudora Area Historical Society
720 Main Street, PO Box 158
Eudora, Kansas 66025
**********************************************************
Name___________________________________________________Date__________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________________State______________Zip_________________
Phone No.________________________________Email_________________________________
Membership Type (check one):
(_) Individual

$10.00

(_) Business

$50.00

(_) Sustaining

$50.00

(_) Lifetime

$200.00

Please check all that applies:
(_) New Member
(_) Cash

(_) Membership Renewal

(_) Donation

(_) Check Amount enclosed $___________________

**********************************************************
Other Donations:

(_) I wish to make a donation to the EAHS operational general fund.
(_) Cash
(_) Check Amount enclosed $___________________
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Information for the Eudora Community Museum
Location

720 Main Street, Eudora, KS.

Hours

Typically open Tuesdays through
Saturdays from 12pm to 5pm.

Contact

Executive Director:
Ben Terwilliger
EudoraHistory@gmail.com
785-690-7900

Eudora Area Historical Society
720 Main Street
PO Box 158
Eudora, KS 66025

EAHS Newsletter 2022

Mailing

Eudora Area Historical Society
PO Box 158
Eudora, KS 66025

Online

City of Eudora’s website, direct link:

www.cityofeudoraks.gov/
100/Eudora-Community-Museum
“Like” the EAHS on Facebook!
EAHS Instagram/Twitter:
@EudoraHistory

